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WHY?
Question:

Why can’t I cite information from 
Wikipedia & Livestrong.com for my

GCC research project?



Question
If your child had a rare brain 

disease, would you expect her 
neurosurgeon to say this?

I'll

Google


it.
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Let's suppose...
...you hire a contractor 
to build a new 
vacation home in a 
remote location.


Would you be 
confident about his 
abilities if he showed 
up with these tools?
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This is your completed 
vacation house.

Image: buffleheadcabin.com

Problem 



You’ve already paid the 
contractor $100,000.

Image: technbiz.blogspot.com 

Problem 



Problem
He’s 
stopped 
taking your 
calls.

Demanding Jerk

Image: adivastateofmind.com



Question 
If you retain an 
attorney to sue the 
contractor, would 
you expect to see 
this type of 
“diploma” hanging 
on her office wall?



Here’s the bottom line...

Why can’t you cite blogs, Wikipedia and

other popular websites for research projects?



We rely on professionals

for their knowledge, skills


& specialized tools. Fact 

Image: negotiationlawblog.com 

Image: auroraecc.com 

Image: abns.org 



We pay professionals

for their knowledge, skills


& specialized tools. Fact 
Image: myfountainonline.com 



Is your goal to become 
a professional? Question

Image: legalproductivity.com 



Question
Will your future 
clients pay you to 
use tools that 
everyone else 
knows about

and uses?



It’s time to expand

your research skills

Image: greatleadersserve.org



Master the use of a 
professional’s research tools Challenge

Image: asce.org 



Scholarly journals Both online and

in print



Reference resources in print and online
Image: thepioneerwoman.com



Library databases



Information professionals

Image: pc.maricopa.edu



Professionals

use


professional

tools.
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