
What’s 
the score?

Zip/zilch/nada = 0 Get a Clue = 
1 pt.

Good Effort =
2 pts.

Primo! =
3 pts.

Author’s        
credentials

Author's name is
not listed.

Only the author's name 
is provided with no 
other information.

Author's name and 
email or other contact 
information provided.

Author's name, email, 
and/or contact informa-
tion is listed.  Author 
background information 
can be verified else-
where.

Publisher 
Search the site’s root 
URL at easywhois.com to 
find out who registered 
it. 

No publisher or com-
pany information is pro-
vided.

Publisher’s main goal is 
to sell products or  
services.

Publisher isn’t selling 
anything.

Publisher’s main purpose 
isn’t commercial. It is a 
nonprofit organization 
(check its reputation on 
the web), .edu, .gov, or 
.mil site. 

Publication date 
Not listed? Search site’s 
root URL in archive.org’s 
Wayback Machine (note: 
usually has a 6-12 mo. lag)

No publication date is 
listed.  The root URL is 
not found in a Wayback 
Machine search.

Includes one of the 
following: original publi-
cation date, copyright 
date, or revision date 

Includes two of the 
following: original publi-
cation date, copyright 
date, and/or revision 
date 

Has all three of the 
following: original publi-
cation date, copyright 
date, and last revision 
date

Accuracy 
Check important facts 
online using reliable (.gov 
or .edu) sites or check 
library books.  Note:  
Wikipedia isn’t a reliable 
source for college research.

Factual errors and con-
ventions errors — 
grammar, punctuation, 
and/or spelling errors.

Factual errors or con-
ventions errors —
grammar, punctuation, or 
spelling.

Factually accurate, but  
has minor conventions
errors.

Factually accurate with 
correct grammar, punc-
tuation, and spelling.

Bibliography/
references

No outside verification 
sources are provided.

Some sources of the 
information are men-
tioned in the text but 
not in a bibliography or 
list of references.

Sources are provided in 
a bibliography or list of 
references.

Sources are 
provided and 
links to web 
sources are 
included.

Who links to it? 

Enter link:http:// fol-
lowed by the root URL in 
a Google search box.

Sites of dubious quality 
link to it. 

No other sites link to it. Sites about other topics 
link to this site.

Other reliable sites 
about similar topics
link to it.

*  Circle  the  score  you  assign  each  category.  Reliable  sites  you  can  cite  in  a  research  paper  will  
have  scores  of  2  or  3.  Found  a  site  you  trust  that  scored  lower  in  one  category?  write  a  short,  
well-reasoned  justification  to  cite  the  page  and  submit  it  to  your  instructor  for  approval.

Hey,  You  don’t  Know  Where  That  Info  Came  From

  Evaluate  It!*
web  address  =  http://
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